Journal to Stella               LETTER xvii

hear the thing before this comes to you. I writ a full
account of it this night to the archbishop of Dublin ^ and
the dean may tell you the particulars from the archbishop.
I was in a sorry way to write, but thought it might be
proper to send a true account of the fact; for you will
hear a thousand lying circumstances. 'Tis of Mr. Harley's
being stabbed this afternoon at three o'clock at a com-
mittee of the council. I was playing lady Catherine
Morris's37 cards, where I dined, when young Arundel38
came in with the story. I ran away immediately to the
secretary, which was in my way: no one was at home. I
met Mrs. St. John in her chair; she had heard it imper-
fectly. I took a chair to Mr. Harley, who was asleep, and
they hope in no danger; but he has been out of order,
and was so when he came abroad to-day, and it may put
him in a fever: I am in mortal pain for him. That desperate
French villain. Marquis de Guiscard,39 stabbed Mr.
& Corresp. i. 238-42. Swift's account of the aikir, written for the
Archbishop, is much lengthier and more detailed than that which he gives
to Stella.
37   Lady Catherine Morice was the eldest daughter of Thomas Herbert,
eighth Earl of Pembroke (p. 75 n.39), and wife of Sir Nicholas Morice of
Werrington, co. Devon, to whom she was married in 1704. She died in
1716.
38   Perhaps Henry Arundell, son of Henry Arundell, who succeeded his
father, Thomas, as fifth Baron Arundell of Wardour on 10 Feb. 1711-12,
and died in 1726. The younger Henry, born 4 Oct. 1694, would be in his
seventeenth year.
39  Antoine de Guiscard, born in 1658, came of a good French family,
and was at one time Abbe de la Bourlie. In 1703 licentious misconduct
compelled him to leave France, and, after various adventures, including
the fostering of insurrection by the Camisards against Louis XIV, he
took refuge in England. He won the ear of Marlborough, Godolphin,
and other influential persons, was placed in command of a regiment of
refugees, and was granted a government pension.   Harley, however,
reduced his pension, and Guiscard, to mend his finances, entered into
treasonable correspondence with France. His letters were intercepted, and
he was brou ght up for examination. He had secreted a penknife with which,
realizing the hopelessness of his position, he-succeeded in stabbing Harley
twice, although the blade broke at the first blow.  In the uproar which